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The Newark dé Spaces Program was launched in 
1995 by the Trust for Public Land as a response to the. 
overwhelming need for additional safe playgrounds 
in the communities of New Jersey's largest city. The 
program is a public-private partnership that creates 
new active recreation spaces through a unique partic- 
patory design process involving school children and 
local community residents. 
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Reverend Frederick Wilkes 
Trinity United Methodist Church & 
Mildred Helms Park Restoration Committee 


Clinton Avenue Elementary 
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Maryanne Gerbauckas = 
Superintendent, Edison National Historic Site 
A unit of the National Park Service ` 
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The Honorable Sharpe James 
Mayor, City of Newark 


The Honorable Donald Bradley 
President, Newark City Council 


Doris Culver 
Associate Superintendent, Whole School Reform 
Newark Public Schools 


Leigh Rae 
New Jersey Field Office Director 
Trust for Public Land 


Gabriella Morris 


President, The Prudential Foundation 
Y 


Reverend Alfred Johnson 
Clinton Presbyterian Church 
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The Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) program was 
established in November 1978, authorizing $725 million to provide 
matching grants and technical assistance to economically 

distressed urban communities. The purpose of the program is to pro- 
vide direct Federal assistance to urban localities for the rehabilitation 
of critically needed recreation facilities. This year, grants totaling $28.9 
million were awarded to urban cities and counties. 


With 54 parks, the City of Newark offers its citi- 
zens 39 acres of recreation space, including his- 
‘toric Military Park in the city's downtown. Managed 
:\by the Department of Neighborhood and 
`Í Recreational Services, Newark's parks provide 
green spaces and athletic fields for residents of all 
ages. The Division of Parks and Grounds cares for 
‘the parks' trees and facilities. Asa longtime resi- 
dent of Newark and community leader, Mildred Helms was in the fore- 
front of numerous campaigns to improve the quality of life in the South 
Ward by organizing residents. 


The Trust for Public Land is a national nonprofit organ- 
TRUST ization that conserves land for people to improve the 
# o R quality of life in communities and to protect natural and 
PUBLIC _ historic resources for future generations. TPL believes 
SS allchildren have a fundamental right to learn and play in 
safe, accessible outdoor recreational areas. Parks and 
playgrounds are proven anchors for community revital- 
ization that should be included in any strategy to 
improve urban quality of life. 


> Founded in 1977, The Prudential 
CS Prudential Foundation is the nonprofit grant-making 
“Foundation organization of Prudential Financial, Inc. It 
is part of Prudentials Community . 
Resources Division, a strategic combination of three units: the 
Foundation, which strives to build children and families' self sufficien- 
cy; the Social Investment Program, which originates and manages 
socially beneficial investments; and Local Initiatives, which coordinates 
employee volunteerism and fosters community outreach. 


